
 

 

 

  

 

The Illinois Broadband Connections newsletter will return on January 11, 2021.  
Happy Holidays! 

Illinois Launches New Statewide Computer Equity Network, 
Calls for Donations to Meet Ambitious Goals 

On December 16, Governor JB Pritzker and Cook County Board President Toni Preckwinkle announced a first of its kind 
statewide initiative to expand digital access for low-income households in Illinois. Through a unique partnership with 
PCs for People and other community partners, the Connect Illinois Computer Equity Network will help put refurbished 
computer equipment and low-cost internet service into the hands of Illinois households in need. To be eligible, 
residents' income must be below 200% of the poverty level or they must be enrolled in an income-based government 
assistance program, such as free and reduced lunch, Medicaid, or the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP). 
 
“Long before we had ever heard of COVID-19, I set the ambitious goal of bringing broadband, digital infrastructure to 
every corner of Illinois by 2024 through a program called Connect Illinois,” Gov. Pritzker said. While the state is well on 
its way to making broadband accessible to every Illinoisan, “the ability to plug into broadband means nothing when you 
don’t have a device to start with,” Pritzker said. 
 
"The pandemic has laid bare the tremendous inequities in our communities, including access to technology and digital 
accessibility. This is particularly important during a time when residents are dependent on technology for remote work 
and education," said Cook County President Preckwinkle. 
 
While initial investments by the state and its corporate partners are paving the way to collect, refurbish, and deploy 
20,000 devices, the need is much greater -- with an estimated 1.1 million households in Illinois without a computer 
at home. “Everyone is invited to donate their outdated computers, too” Gov. Pritzker added. PCs for People will provide 
secure data wiping of all donated items. 
 
Gov. Pritzker is calling on Illinois's public, private, and philanthropic partners to make their devices available for 
donation. Colleges and other institutions of higher education that are upgrading equipment can donate their older 
computers will be likely donors. Counties, cities, or even small towns are also encouraged to partner with local 
businesses to recycle equipment during an update cycle. 
 
The statewide network will include two central warehouse locations – one in southern Cook County and the other in the 
Metro East Region near St. Louis. Each centralized warehouse location will receive, refurbish, and redistribute 
computers for use by low-income households around the state. The network will also expand digital literacy 
programming and contribute to workforce development. While the Metro East hub has been active since September, a 
new lease agreement with Cook County, and $250,000 in seed funding from the United Jewish Fund, will allow PCs for 
People and the state to launch the second warehouse center in January 2021. 

http://em.benton.org/ls/click?upn=crSXSOGgkWgSVV6XxXmI-2B0BxfTqJvfofdwJsbdtI0kqJST-2BNpRcWCh-2BxTpYqIo1LYwQOia5wJfuKhSPyTlCkGEyrNzYAVD9p1NTTyR4FQ3yoJfggOBjyFTNc0-2BK-2BH6WW7Nfse70kDXrhZo5vs1mz0EBdSSb31t9Bb99SM-2FzyQAIdGT2YvNEca7Nk7T3aFc2nSzJH_Q6ukVbzobUvGlvMWHQFcJ26aTu-2BVcGVetnth5b4Y0pReFWFP2Xm3VjCimItQAzAT6mwvrSmtGcFc2zqAtvNi1LnCH7I-2FpDoTrUGuSyeNOrKywYU-2BzdG-2F3kaPUAIWc3MmpKxNFBhAOK8iOH7dFYz2aykAPuiTTv-2B0-2B09ZJUfarw-2BwNKIIx5dogAeC-2FjdMneJvzgxznU-2BIELmr4Ps7CVew6dRacIsz67vgDAK02mw8grynSXBfx-2BzZGVKBvNiu7fkiwSCb-2BOlBXhMyCoeo3bBMKosRmwQ4-2F7z6Ey9Bk290cPFWN5bU7SM-2FnRca4LcKEvaFg8Q8v-2F0XqEJGtEYwvlphDmirDUpH7clSgso7146pGZABpFYD-2FvknIlvBdamYTGIMJ460Fh2kRLUm3oKKTe4EOnopsy2-2FdSx71jKYgqYN58UDDPHNxHIu8FPI-2FPxEDiYCwcpo7Bil2oevUzllok2xA0mwsabV8UoRnTmf7vAGdoiHYkte0-2BY2FKCOMgo49OKyDyWAWxdMUpajXnZI6lSftE3KnlwVqAg81dAxiabNnQhdmyvMoBTbg-2FQ2-2BG1FmP-2BNBAohTcvfvxy5HYty5d2jQvH72d6SIR5M70aVkBXovJM49Uf52o9Osgt2AhBGP8NDQPqIWSbR-2BPhrjysKqTqyrzfXLT77pVWMI38FZaK038zfDZzk0GYeTcDQbF4n6QkBiWOWdHJinVeMjd5CoTnkP7aSg2HyYVZSr-2BjOa3-2BBLga4-2Bcdg4mLjUchhqR5rxQWdKv7C9Oz5mB8qTKvoI90fl-2FntWfmELnGaNtLsStAIaokfBlt9fg0noRRoHGCel84CX4QS5uLlw010axZ5gqsNEntLTjvCe7SjPEZY5LMWWLDKYgK7NqKMGXvrXKQgAlUYj4-2FgXqqNregq7Ozi-2F2ckRF5nrzCF6dM4d9vplmu3t14nEb-2FpqINSTRmdr3KlRlKTA18sHKAizmFXcA3YjecfmBVrqu6KkHk869zUlDcR1lWh9R8r3vZzoqx6tgg-2FdI-2B-2FxXzeRir86sTiDjgZfozVEnHwMCrCO6tsi3vY9dp5lMlQjTY-2FFtUqsBtkVhL1-2B-2Far
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For more information on the Connect Illinois Computer Equity Network and how to recycle technology or to apply for an 
upgraded device, please visit: 

Connect Illinois Computer Equity Network   
 

Further Reading 
State Launches Program to Close Digital Divide, Calls for Donations (WTTW) 
New initiative to provide 20,000 free computers to Illinois families to help bridge digital divide      during pandemic 
(Chicago Sun-Times) 
Illinois solicits device donations for Computer Equity Network (Capitol News Illinois) 

Spotlight on Illinois Connected Communities 

Over the next several newsletters, we will be highlighting communities participating in the first cohort of the Illinois 
Connected Communities (ICC) program. ICC is a year-long program comprising best practice curriculum, expert consultation, 
and a state grant of up to $15,000 to assist communities in creating a broadband strategic plan to improve broadband access, 
adoption, and/or use. 
 
The Illinois Office of Broadband is currently accepting grant applications for ICC Round 2. The application deadline is 
January 25, 2021. View the Notice of Funding Opportunity Here. 

Leadership Council Southwest Illinois 

Engaging a nine-county region in the Metro East area to improve broadband access, adoption, and use is a big lift. The 
Leadership Council’s Dr. Ronda Sauget is using the Illinois Connected Communities program as an organizing vehicle to 
recruit participation from the region's businesses, educational institutions, Scott Air Force Base, social service agencies, 
the technology sector, and more. 
 
The Leadership Council has already achieved impressive results, joining a group of partners, including the Urban League 
of Greater St. Louis and the Girl Scouts of Southern Illinois, to attract PCs for People to the Metro East region. The 
Leadership Council helped PCs for People locate a quality building in which to operate and is urging regional public and 
private partners to recycle their computers for refurbishing and distribution to those in need. 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has amplified the critical need for quality broadband infrastructure and services throughout 
the region. The Leadership Council is gathering and analyzing information including consumer and business surveys and 
broadband mapping. The Leadership Council is launching a series of broadband presentations to raise awareness and 
will be facilitating conversations via broadband summits with government officials and internet service providers over 
the coming months.   

http://em.benton.org/ls/click?upn=crSXSOGgkWgSVV6XxXmI-2B0BxfTqJvfofdwJsbdtI0koDQrsZcpl98Y0xz8ek5XzO7EHBFNw2I81uWvA8qrHNeFxVmU6XzIXPmK-2FHeL8ED66ZS3L-2B1snB0DMMK4Slrs1TwczJefXHHO-2BldaSIRBGRkuxl8VrPCHdCOs3awfE5ZkND-2FGqX98zrm6mFRC0A3xOUEh8__Q6ukVbzobUvGlvMWHQFcJ26aTu-2BVcGVetnth5b4Y0pReFWFP2Xm3VjCimItQAzAT6mwvrSmtGcFc2zqAtvNi1LnCH7I-2FpDoTrUGuSyeNOrKywYU-2BzdG-2F3kaPUAIWc3MmpKxNFBhAOK8iOH7dFYz2aykAPuiTTv-2B0-2B09ZJUfarw-2BwNKIIx5dogAeC-2FjdMneJvzgxznU-2BIELmr4Ps7CVew6dRacIsz67vgDAK02mw8grynSXBfx-2BzZGVKBvNiu7fkiwSCb-2BOlBXhMyCoeo3bBMKosRmwQ4-2F7z6Ey9Bk290cPFWN5bU7SM-2FnRca4LcKEvaFg8Q8v-2F0XqEJGtEYwvlphDmirDUpH7clSgso7146pGZABpFYD-2FvknIlvBdamYTGIMJ460Fh2kRLUm3oKKTe4EOnopsy2-2FdSx71jKYgqYN58UDDPHNxHIu8FPI-2FPxEDiYCwcpo7Bil2oevUzllok2xA0mwsabV8UoRnTmf7vAGdoiHYkte0-2BY2FKCOMgo49OKyDyWAWxdMUpajXnZI6lSftE3KnlwVqAg81dAxiabNnQhdmyvMoBTbg-2FQ2-2BG1FmP-2BNBAohTcvfvxy5HYty5d2jQvH72d6SIR5M70aVkBXovJM49Uf52o9Osgt2AhBGP8NDQPqIWSbR-2BPhrjysKqTqyrzfXLT77pVWMI38FZaK038zfDZzk0GYeTcDQbF4n6QkBiWOWdHJinVeMjd5CoTnkP7aSg2HyYVZSr-2BjOa3-2BBLga4-2Bcdg4mLjUchhqR5rxQWdKv7C9Oz5mB8qTKvoI90fl-2FntWfmELnGaNtLsStAIaokfBlt9fg0noRRoHGCel84C6s9FYzrR9VbCEfwC-2FIajKU5lw-2FVOS630LoMF8kMlRKci6uzFzIXTsADX4QwJi1bBERRq46qAQKD0UlgRhJivQrrQTq7pK1wVqsJXouE56jfCWpqM4A5jVEp3PFBgOUZMnGCc4SDtawLNAEILfHzjLCXF3YFS6bm6LA33AOFMa0GvnN8FXWUttR-2BKs7T54DHtXHmqp42iHzwJ57yKxgI9Vfn-2FNQoODqcIWYRFRtpUt1wpGlwktgkTssdNr8d5UeYF
http://em.benton.org/ls/click?upn=vooNw32L4RnpF-2BAwYVU1QbbvSl5NJobuwrjboRrVmopcLHk0VI6vF8TJhkQ7ohWTMD8NmqfrbaG6RRQWOj48BMvXhho5OQx-2Fg1uqDMqT3TCKkBJSpUdO9F9z8KNCCv4piILuzhn8kfNYoQ-2FRHbKkBcVDwEi45PraWqoVRQhBZre1MVJTkjFckdEPQ8O-2B-2F5T6Js61nC6uPoYxol1avsFzdLXJaqI-2Bo2-2FNo9gOpV-2BeekI-3DUFAn_Q6ukVbzobUvGlvMWHQFcJ26aTu-2BVcGVetnth5b4Y0pReFWFP2Xm3VjCimItQAzAT6mwvrSmtGcFc2zqAtvNi1LnCH7I-2FpDoTrUGuSyeNOrKywYU-2BzdG-2F3kaPUAIWc3MmpKxNFBhAOK8iOH7dFYz2aykAPuiTTv-2B0-2B09ZJUfarw-2BwNKIIx5dogAeC-2FjdMneJvzgxznU-2BIELmr4Ps7CVew6dRacIsz67vgDAK02mw8grynSXBfx-2BzZGVKBvNiu7fkiwSCb-2BOlBXhMyCoeo3bBMKosRmwQ4-2F7z6Ey9Bk290cPFWN5bU7SM-2FnRca4LcKEvaFg8Q8v-2F0XqEJGtEYwvlphDmirDUpH7clSgso7146pGZABpFYD-2FvknIlvBdamYTGIMJ460Fh2kRLUm3oKKTe4EOnopsy2-2FdSx71jKYgqYN58UDDPHNxHIu8FPI-2FPxEDiYCwcpo7Bil2oevUzllok2xA0mwsabV8UoRnTmf7vAGdoiHYkte0-2BY2FKCOMgo49OKyDyWAWxdMUpajXnZI6lSftE3KnlwVqAg81dAxiabNnQhdmyvMoBTbg-2FQ2-2BG1FmP-2BNBAohTcvfvxy5HYty5d2jQvH72d6SIR5M70aVkBXovJM49Uf52o9Osgt2AhBGP8NDQPqIWSbR-2BPhrjysKqTqyrzfXLT77pVWMI38FZaK038zfDZzk0GYeTcDQbF4n6QkBiWOWdHJinVeMjd5CoTnkP7aSg2HyYVZSr-2BjOa3-2BBLga4-2Bcdg4mLjUchhqR5rxQWdKv7C9Oz5mB8qTKvoI90fl-2FntWfmELnGaNtLsStAIaokfBlt9fg0noRRoHGCel84CLGJtSsAi5J4K5-2BO6kfmVRkAa-2B03T3hMEpeLA1uC0VoYTIx5sPVLpiOiYBhL8DXc-2BmJxI3Fgt9v-2Be97xP22hHUHb-2BLTKIQqpHL4HCqJEGgjv6fr5puKtTg2yHpuatv4WMQYUozK1MEtj-2BzN6flOmcgFzlyvS87-2BL7WRJ-2FTbtuxKa0TpAsR7XO0GcTxxMi8W5pAp6CmxMz-2F5DLn2r5qcdfqnYnNFTrLMCFI6KGMTVkbeUF5kzOTXU-2FqXg7Azi04oGU
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Mattoon 

Mattoon, a community of 18,000, is located in south-central Illinois and is home to the headquarters of internet service 
provider Consolidated Communications. With the Mattoon School District taking the lead in the Illinois Connected 
Community effort, the community set a goal to have 100 Mbps/100 Mbps symmetrical broadband service throughout 
the community. 
 
Digital inequities, magnified by the pandemic, are a top concern of the steering team, so efforts are focused around 
broadband affordability and digital skills training. The steering committee is exploring a partnership with Eastern 
Illinois University and seeking to receive an Illinois Broadband READY grant to develop a digital skills training circuit in 
local schools and libraries. 
 
Mattoon has a strong history of active citizen engagement showcased by the Mattoon in Motion initiative, a community-
focused, volunteer-run, networked-governance organization. The Illinois Connected Community steering team is now a 
formal committee of Mattoon in Motion, ensuring that the broadband work will reach deep into the community. 
 
Mattoon in Motion developed a business innovation incubator and technology hub known as Elevate CCIC, Inc. Mattoon 
plans to use Elevate CCIC as a platform for promoting smart use of technology, and would like the organization to 
participate in the Illinois Digital Navigator program. “We believe that this program, which seeks to engage applicants to 
identify and close digital equity gaps, is the next step to creating an equitable environment for our area,” said Carlos 
Ortega, Director of Elevate CCIC. 

Introducing Sandeep Taxali 
 

  

Sandeep Taxali is the new strategy and 
technology advisor at the Illinois Office of 
Broadband. For over 20 years in the 
telecommunications industry and public sector, 
Taxali has designed and implemented strategies, 
policies, and programs for mission-critical 
initiatives. 
As a consultant to the Illinois Office of 
Broadband, Taxali's responsibilities include 
program design, application review, and special 
projects to further advance the objectives of 
Connect Illinois -- including technology trials. 
 

Prior to his work in Illinois, Sandeep served as Director of Public-Private Partnerships at OneWeb and as a Senior Policy 
Analyst and Broadband Program Specialist at the U.S. Department of Commerce's National Telecommunications and 
Information Administration (NTIA). While at NTIA, he worked to launch a $3.5 billion grant program that deployed over 
115,000 new and upgraded network miles of middle-mile infrastructure and connected over 25,000 community anchor 
institutions across rural America. The program funded 120 public-private partnerships with co-investments from 
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industry, state/local governments, and non-governmental organizations. He provided technical assistance to state and 
local governments and international institutions, such as the World Bank. Formerly, he led industry and economic 
analysis for high-profile proceedings at the Federal Communications Commission. 
 
Taxali holds MBA and MPP degrees. He was born in Oak Park, Illinois, and attended schools in the western suburbs of 
Chicago. 

News and Resources 

Dec 18 | Broadband Lessons Learned in 2020 (Benton Institute) 
 
Dec 14 | The Broadband Mapping Flaw that's Harming Education and Healthcare (Benton Institute) 
 
Dec 11 | Illinois to launch volunteer program for digital literacy training (StateScoop); Illinois Partners with NDIA, 
Commits to Digital Equity (National Digital Inclusion Alliance) 
 
Dec 11 | How Not to Close the Digital Divide -- Part 1,421 (Benton Institute) 
 
Dec 10 | Digital Tools & Learning: Looking at Census Pulse Data & Homework Gap During COVID-19 (Benton Institute) 

Looking for more broadband policy news? The Benton Institute for Broadband & Society offers a free, reliable, and non-
partisan daily digest that curates and distributes news related to universal broadband. You can subscribe to this service 
here to learn how broadband delivers opportunities and strengthens communities. 
 

Illinois Broadband Connections 
727 Chicago Ave, Evanston, IL 60202 
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